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Short introductive summary: 

Energy crops are dedicated cultures directed to the production of energy in the form of biofuels, electricity or heat.
However, those crops also present a dual purpose, since, due to their tolerance to contaminated soils, they are able
to remediate and alleviate soil pollution derived from the disposal of polymetallic agents and other toxic elements.
Moreover, as these crops are also suitable for the exploitation of other types of marginal lands (e.g. salinity soils),
the risk of land use conflicts due to competition for food and feed is reduced, and they can bring additional revenue
to land owners, thus contributing positively to economic growth. Therefore, in the framework of the CONVERTE
project, the aim was to construct and design a georeferenced (mapping) database for mainland Portugal, to identify
land availability for the implementation of energy crops and microalgae culture, and to locate agricultural and forestry
production areas (including its residues) with potential for its sustainable exploitation (environmentally, socially and
economically). The productivities forecast as well as bioenergy generation is presented and critically discussed.
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